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Alison HAwtHorne Deming is the author of three collections of poetry, most recently 
Genius Loci, and three nonfiction books. Her poems and essays have appeared in Sierra, Orion, The 
Georgia Review, and many other publications and anthologies. She is a professor of creative writing 
at the University of Arizona and lives in Tucson, Arizona.

AliSon HAwTHorne Deming’S fourth collection of poems follows the paths of 
imagination into meditations on salt, love, Hurricane Katrina, greek myth, and the search 
for extraterrestrial life, all linked by the poet’s faith in art as an instrument for creating mean-
ing, beauty, and continuity—virtues diminished by the velocity and violence of our historical 
moment. The final long poem “The Flight,” inspired by the works of A. r. Ammons, is a 
twenty-first century epic poised on the verge of our discovering life beyond earth.
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New from a poet renowned for her lyricism, wisdom, 
and originality

Amy gerstler is a writer of poetry, nonfiction, and journalism who lives in los Angeles. Her 
work has appeared in numerous magazines and anthologies. Her twelve previous books include 
Bitter Angel, which won the national Book Critics Circle Award.

Also AvAilAble from penguin poets:

Ghostgirl   978-0-14-200064-9   $16.00 
Medicine   978-0-14-058924-5   $15.95

Also AvAilAble from penguin poets:

Genius Loci   978-0-14-303520-6   $20.00

HAllUCinogeniC plAnTS chant in chorus. A thoughtful dog grants an interview. 
A caterpillar offers life advice. Amy gerstler’s newest collection of poetry, Dearest Creature, 
marries fact and fiction in a menagerie of dramatic monologues, twisted love poems, and 
epistolary pleadings. Drawing on sources as disparate as lewis Carroll and mary Shelley’s 
Frankenstein, as well as abnormal psychology, etiquette, and archaeology texts, these darkly 
imaginative poems probe what it means to be a sentient, temporary, flesh and blood beast, 
to be hopelessly, vividly creaturely.

A surreal new collection from an acclaimed poet

amy gerstler

Dearest Creature

ISBN 978-0-14-311636-3    
$18.00 ($22.50 CAN)
Poetry   6 x 9   96 pp.   
rights: e00   A Penguin Poets original   
on sale: 9/29/09

ISBN 978-0-14-311635-6    
$18.00 ($22.50 CAN)
Poetry   6 x 9   96 pp.   
rights: W00   A Penguin Poets original   
on sale: 9/29/09


